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VARIOUS ARTISTS

THE DEEPLY VALE BOX

{Dandelion)

Live six CD set with book celebroting the 7057805
punk hippy festival

Deeply Vale Festival was set in the rolling hills
and valleys west of Rochdale and ran between
1976, when it was a 300-strong hippy “birthday
party”, and 1979, when it had become some-
thing of a behemoth. The free festival scene had
of course been a staple of the UK music under-
ground for many years; Deeply Vale was the lit-
eral birthplace of the crossover between punk/
new wave and the hippy contingent. This would
go on to birth not just bands like The Ruts, but
alse serve as fertile soll for the burgeoning Rock Against Racism movement.
This six album, book and joss sticks (yes, really) set is in very limited quan-
tities and is hugely reflective of not just that era, but Deeply Vale isell. The
albums contain music recorded five at the festival, spoken word interviews
{Mark E. Seith’s is a tomal hoot) and studia/demo recordings of many of the
featured groups. The live stuff, which is mostly sound-desk recordings, varies
from the sublime (The Fall'The Ruts/Durruti Column), the very much of-its-
time (Tractor, Steve Hillage), to the downright rubbish. Ergo. Danny and The
Dressmakers, who while featuring
a young Graham Massey of B08
State on bass and were clearly
a very funny proposition in the
rehearsal studio, are just awful.
Anarchic, fun and made-up-as-it-
goes-along were all the Deeply
Vale hallmarks. If you were there,
this set will take you right back.
Light one up, sit back and inhale
the long-lost aura of Deeply Vale.
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